Si nce 1991 when the Sovi et Uni on col l apsed, Ukrai ne and Bel arus have devi sed and carri ed out a seri es of pol i ci es i ntended to bui l d nati onal i denti ty for a new era. Ukrai ne and Bel arus have shown cl ear di fferences i n the way they stri ved to achi eve such goal . There i s a stark contrast between the two states i n who are pl ayi ng a l eadi ng rol e i n reshapi ng nati onal i denti ty, what they demand, how the government i s deal i ng wi th the i ssue and how the peopl e are respondi ng to i t. Thi s paper i ntends to fi nd out the characteri sti cs of nati onal i denti ty that i s taki ng shape i n Ukrai ne and Bel arus and to i denti fy chal l enges faci ng them.
wi th pl ural i ty as far as i denti ty concerned. In thi s l i ght, heteronati onal i sm, that seeks to i ntegrate ethno-nati onal i denti ty pol i ti cs wi thi n a euronati onal i st understandi ng of pol i ti cal communi ty, i s probabl y the best vi abl e opti on for these two states to deal wi th chal l enges of nati onal i denti ty.
Ⅰ. Introduction
In the post-Soviet era, one of the most controversial issues that former Soviet member states were faced with was finding the new identity of their own. Among the states that had been previously incorporated into the Soviet Union, Belarus and Ukraine are particularly noteworthy in terms of their efforts to rebuild national identity. The future steps that these two states will take can prove to be critical variables that will determine the fate of Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States(CIS). In other words, national development strategies that Belarus and Ukraine will choose as they struggle to balance between Russia and Europe may tip the scale in the dynamics between the two contending forces. Belarus and Ukraine share a close tie with Russia and these three states were considered as the three pillars of the Soviet Union. Ironically, however, the two countries have taken two different approaches to attain the same goal of reshaping their identity, and they are currently implementing different national development strategies as well.
Prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union, the concept of identity had developed at different levels in Belarus and Ukraine. Belarus' concept or understanding of national identity did not evolve much
